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ABSTRACT

This research examines the character of English Education students at Nias
University, specifically focusing on the definition of character, the importance of
good character in student life, and emphasizing the aspects of discipline and
politeness. Character is defined as noble values that are manifested in a person's
behavior and actions, shaping their identity and morality. Good character is crucial
for students, as it supports academic success, fosters responsible individuals, and
prepares them to become integral members of society. Character discipline is a vital
aspect that encompasses punctuality, responsibility, and dedication in fulfilling
duties and obligations. Polite character involves courteous, respectful, and
empathetic behavior in interactions with lecturers, fellow students, and the
surrounding environment. This research aims to understand the perceptions of
English Education students at Nias University regarding the importance of
character, as well as to identify factors influencing the development of their
character in terms of discipline and politeness. The research findings are expected
to provide recommendations for developing more effective character education
programs to enhance the quality of English Education students at Nias University.

Keywords: students character, discipline, politeness, character development,
character education.

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengkaji karakter mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di
Universitas Nias, dengan fokus khusus pada definisi karakter, pentingnya karakter
baik dalam kehidupan mahasiswa, dan menekankan aspek disiplin dan kesopanan.
Karakter didefinisikan sebagai nilai-nilai luhur yang terwujud dalam perilaku dan
tindakan seseorang, membentuk identitas dan moralitas mereka. Karakter baik
sangat penting bagi mahasiswa, karena mendukung keberhasilan akademis,
memupuk individu yang bertanggung jawab, dan mempersiapkan mereka untuk
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menjadi anggota masyarakat yang integral. Disiplin karakter merupakan aspek vital
yang meliputi ketepatan waktu, tanggung jawab, dan dedikasi dalam menjalankan
tugas dan kewajiban. Karakter sopan melibatkan perilaku yang sopan, hormat, dan
empati dalam interaksi dengan dosen, sesama mahasiswa, dan lingkungan sekitar.
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk memahami persepsi mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris di Universitas Nias mengenai pentingnya karakter, serta untuk
mengidentifikasi faktor-faktor yang memengaruhi perkembangan karakter mereka
dalam hal disiplin dan kesopanan. Temuan penelitian diharapkan dapat
memberikan rekomendasi untuk pengembangan program pendidikan karakter yang
lebih efektif guna meningkatkan kualitas mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di

Universitas Nias.

Kata Kunci: karakter mahasiswa, kedisiplinan, kesopanan, pengembangan

karakter, pendidikan karakter.

A. Introduction

According to Jiao (2021 : 276)
People are very concerned about the
moral character. Character applies to
the aggregate of moral qualities by
which a person is judged apart from
intelligence, competence, or special
talents (Haryanti 2020 :29). Moreover
character is one of educational
essences which is also meant the
development of life skills (Haryanti
2020 : 28). The development of strong
character is crucial for success in any
field, and this is particularly true for
English Education students. Character
development provides positive
benefits for students as well as the
communities which make up their life
context (Livia (2021 : 3074) These
students are future educators, tasked
with shaping the minds and characters
of their own students. Therefore,
understanding the character traits of
prospective teachers is essential for
ensuring the quality of education. The
study is grounded in the

understanding that character, defined
as a constellation of noble values that
manifest in individual behavior and
decision-making, plays a pivotal role in
shaping not only personal identity and
morality but also overall academic and
professional success. The
investigation emphasizes two
fundamental aspects of character:
discipline encompassing attributes
such as punctuality, responsibility, and
dedication and politeness, which
includes courteousness, respect, and
empathy in interpersonal interactions.
This study investigated two types of
discipline: positive and negative.
Positive discipline, also known as self-
discipline, encourages self-control,
responsibility, respect for school
property, rules, and authority. It
provides gratification for commitment
to values and goals. Negative
discipline, on the other hand, occurs
when individuals are forced to obey
orders blindly or without reasoning.
Teachers and students may behave
well when superiors are present but
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resort to mischief when out of sight
(Simeon 2020 : 96). Character is not
just about discipline; it also
encompasses politeness. In daily
conversation, there are many ways to
go about getting things we want. Being
polite is important things. It must be
learnt and applied in our conversation
to build social interaction in the
society. Kamlasi (2017 : 69) states
"politeness is defined as the means
employed to show awareness of
another person's face". So politeness
can be accomplished in social
distance or closeness.

The significance of this
research lies in the critical function
that English Education students will
serve as future educators and role
models for their students. The
character traits they embody will
directly influence their effectiveness in
the classroom and their capacity to
foster a positive learning environment.
By examining the nuanced differences
in character between the two cohorts,
this study aims to illuminate how shifts
in educational practices, societal
expectations, and peer influences may
impact character development over
time. This understanding is essential
for informing pedagogical strategies
that foster not only academic
achievement  but also  social
responsibility and ethical behavior.

This research aspires to
uncover significant divergences in the
character profiles of the 2022 and
2024 cohorts, thereby establishing a
foundation for targeted interventions
and enhancements in the curriculum.

The anticipated outcomes of this study
include concrete recommendations for
the development of character
education programs that are both
comprehensive and  contextually
relevant, aimed at nurturing essential
traits such as discipline and politeness
among students. By doing so, the
ultimate goal is to cultivate graduates
who are not only knowledgeable in
their field but also exemplify the
qualities of responsible and ethical
educators.

Despite the critical importance
of character development, there exists
a notable gap in the scholarly literature
regarding the specific character
attributes of English  Education
students at Nias University,
particularly when comparing different
cohorts. Existing literature often
discusses character education in
broad terms, lacking the depth of
context needed to address the unique
challenges and opportunities
presented  within  this  specific
educational environment. This deficit
in knowledge restricts the ability to
implement tailored initiatives aimed at
strengthening character development
within the English Education program,
thereby limiting the potential for
holistic student development.

To address this knowledge
gap, the present research seeks to
provide an in-depth, comparative
analysis of character traits between
the 2022 and 2024 cohorts. The
findings will not only contribute to the
academic discourse on character
education but will also inform the

114



Pendas : Jurnal limiah Pendidikan Dasar,

ISSN Cetak : 2477-2143 ISSN Online : 2548-6950

Volume 10 Nomor 01, Maret 2025

design of targeted interventions and
support mechanisms that foster the
development of essential character
traits. By enhancing character
education  within  the  English
Education  curriculum at  Nias
University, this research aims to
produce well-rounded graduates who
are equipped with the moral and
ethical frameworks necessary for
success in  their professional
endeavors, ultimately benefiting both
the students themselves and the
broader educational community.

B. Literature Review

Understanding character
differences among English education
students is crucial for enhancing the
educational environment and
optimizing the learning process.
These differences, shaped by
personality traits, motivation, cultural
background, and socio-environmental
factors, can influence students'
learning experiences and academic
success. This review focuses on how
character differences between the
2022 and 2024 cohorts of English
education students at Nias University
may reflect larger trends in education,
social change, and personal
development. The following sections
analyze the key factors contributing to
these character differences and
explore the potential implications of
comparing these two cohorts..

1. The Role of Personality

Traits in Academic Behavior

Personality traits significantly
influence students' academic

behavior, engagement, learning
strategies, and interactions with
classmates (McCrae & Costa, 2004).
The Big Five personality traits—
Openness, Conscientiousness,
Extraversion, Agreeableness, and
Neuroticism—are often studied in the
context of education and have been
found to correlate with academic
behaviors and performance (Poropat,
2009).

Research by Komarraju et al.
(2011) shows that students with higher
Conscientiousness tend to be more
organized, disciplined, and
academically successful. On the other
hand, students who score higher in
Neuroticism may experience more
academic anxiety, negatively affecting
their performance, especially in
English education programs.
Extraversion also plays a significant
role in English education, where
interaction, group discussions, and
public speaking are key elements.
Personality traits can vary between
different student cohorts, leading to
differences in learning approaches,
collaboration styles, and responses to
teaching methods.

At Nias University, it would be
valuable to explore whether there are
differences in personality traits
between the 2024 cohort and the 2022
cohort. Changes in societal norms,
new  teaching strategies, or
generational shifts could influence
these differences. Students in the
2024 cohort might exhibit distinct
personality traits, especially in terms
of how they approach coursework and
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work with peers, compared to those in
the 2022 cohort.

2. Motivation and Its Impact on
Character Differences

Motivation is another crucial
factor  that affects character
differences. According to Self-
Determination Theory (Deci & Ryan,
2000), intrinsic motivation, which
comes from a genuine interest in
learning and personal growth, leads to
deeper engagement with academic
material. In  contrast, extrinsic
motivation is driven by external
rewards like grades or social approval.

Recent research suggests that
intrinsic motivation is linked to better
academic performance, particularly in
areas that require creativity, critical
thinking, and interpersonal skills, such
as English education (Ryan & Deci,
2000). Given that students in the 2024
cohort may have had exposure to new
digital learning tools, teaching
methods, or a post-pandemic
educational setting, their motivation
for pursuing English education could
differ from that of the 2022 cohort.
These differences may influence how
students approach their studies, with
the 2024 cohort possibly being more
tech-savvy and independent, which
could impact both their academic
behavior and character development.

3. The

Socioeconomic and Cultural

Impact of

Backgrounds

Socioeconomic status (SES)
and cultural backgrounds play a

significant role in shaping students'
character traits, attitudes, and
engagement with their education.
Students from higher SES
backgrounds often have access to
better resources, such as private
tutoring, extracurricular activities, or
advanced learning materials, which
can positively influence their character
development (Ginsburg & Bronstein,
2011). In contrast, students from lower
SES backgrounds may develop
resilience, adaptability, and other
coping skills to overcome educational
challenges, which can shape their
character in unique ways.

At Nias University, students'
cultural and socioeconomic
backgrounds may impact the
character differences between
cohorts. For instance, the 2024 cohort
may have different access to
resources than the 2022 cohort,
especially with changes in the
socioeconomic landscape and
national or local education policies.
Cultural differences could also affect
how students view their roles as
English educators, with varying levels
of emphasis on community values,
individual success, or the societal
importance of education. These
changes in cultural and SES factors
could lead to distinct behavioral
patterns and character traits between
the two cohorts.

4. The Role of the Educational
Environment and

Pedagogical Changes
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The educational environment,
including teaching methods,
classroom dynamics, and institutional
policies, plays a crucial role in shaping
students’ character development.
Niemi  (2020) emphasizes the
significance  of  student-centered
teaching approaches that promote
collaboration, critical thinking, and
problem-solving. Changes in teaching
methods between 2022 and 2024—
such as a stronger focus on digital
learning, hybrid learning formats, or
more collaborative approaches—
could affect how students engage with
their studies and develop their
character.

At Nias University, variations in
the educational environment may
have contributed to shifts in the
character traits of students between
cohorts. For instance, the 2024 cohort
may have experienced more online or
hybrid learning due to the ongoing
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
potentially impacting their self-
regulation, independence, and
adaptability. These changes in
teaching methods may have altered
student-teacher interactions and peer
collaboration, leading to different
levels of motivation, social
engagement, and academic self-
confidence between the two cohorts.

5. Generational Differences in
Character Development

Generational differences play a
significant role when comparing
student cohorts. Each generation
grows up in a unique social, economic,
and technological context, shaping

their  personality, values, and
behaviors. For example, students in
the 2024 cohort may have different
views on technology, social media,
and academic work than those in the
2022 cohort. According to Twenge
(2017), Generation Z, the cohort
entering university around 2024, tends
to be more individualistic, digitally
connected, and focused on social
justice issues compared to earlier
generations. These generational shifts
could lead to differences in areas such
as teamwork, academic aspirations,
and views on the importance of
English education.

Furthermore, students in the
2024 cohort may be more skilled at
using digital tools and platforms, which
could impact how they approach
learning and engage with the English
education program at Nias University.
This technological proficiency might
lead to a distinct academic experience
and personality development
compared to the 2022 cohort.

B. Methodology
Research Design

This study will utilize a
comparative cross-sectional research
design, which aims to analyze and
compare the character differences
among English Education students at
Nias University, specifically focusing
on the 2022 and 2024 cohorts. This
design will facilitate an exploration of
how character traits, academic
behaviors, motivation, and socio-
cultural factors differ between these
two cohorts at a single point in time.
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Research Objectives

1. To examine and compare the
Big Five personality traits
(Openness,
Conscientiousness,
Extraversion, Agreeableness,
and Neuroticism) across the
2022 and 2024 cohorts of
English Education students.

2. To investigate differences in
academic motivation and its
connection to character traits
between the two cohorts.

3. To assess how socio-cultural
and environmental factors
(such as teaching methods,
technological integration, and
peer interactions) influence
students' character

development in each cohort.

Participants

The participants will consist of

English Education students from Nias

University, with a specific focus on the

following cohorts:

1. 2022 Cohort: Students who
began their studies in 2022.

2. 2024 Cohort: Students who
began their studies in 2024.

A total of approximately 40
students will be included, with 20
students from each cohort. Stratified
random sampling will be used to
ensure demographic characteristics

like gender, age, and academic
standing are evenly represented in
both cohorts.

Data Collection Methods
1. Survey Questionnaire

a. A structured questionnaire will
be designed to measure key
factors contributing to character
differences, including:

b. Big Five Personality Traits: The
Big Five Inventory (BFI) will be
utilized to assess personality
traits, covering Openness,
Conscientiousness,
Extraversion, Agreeableness,
and Neuroticism.

c. Academic Motivation: The

Academic Motivation Scale

(AMS) will be employed to

gauge intrinsic and extrinsic

motivation, helping to

understand students'

engagement and attitudes
toward learning.

d. Socio-cultural Factors: The
questionnaire will also include
sections on  socio-cultural

background, such as attitudes

toward education, access to
resources, and views on
teaching methods (e.g., digital

learning or hybrid learning).
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The survey will feature a
mix of closed-ended questions (using
Likert scales to assess attitudes and
behaviors) and demographic
questions (such as age, gender,
academic year, and educational
background).

2. Semi-Structured Interviews

a. In-depth semi-structured
interviews will be conducted
with a smaller group of
(around 20

students: 10 from each cohort).

participants

The interviews will delve into
students' personal experiences
and perspectives, focusing on:

b. The perceived impact of
different teaching methods
(e.g., digital or hybrid learning)
on learning experiences.

c. Motivations for pursuing
English education and how
these may differ across the two
cohorts.

d. Social and cultural perceptions
regarding their roles as English
educators.

e. Interviews will be recorded with
participant consent,

transcribed, and analyzed for
themes.

3. Focus Group Discussions

Two focus group discussions
will be held, one for each cohort (2022

and 2024), to gain deeper insights into
group  dynamics and  shared
experiences related to academic
engagement, social interactions, and
the influence of teaching methods on
character development.

Each focus group will consist of 8-10
participants, and the discussions will
cover topics such as:

a. Collaborative learning
experiences.

b. Views on academic challenges
and teamwork.

c. Differences in the use of
technology and peer
interactions.

Data Analysis
Qualitative Data Analysis

Thematic analysis will be used
to analyze data from the semi-
structured interviews and focus group
discussions.  This  will  involve
identifying recurring themes related to:

a. Personal motivations,
academic challenges, and
growth.

b. Perceptions of teaching
methods and their influence on
character development.

c. The role of socio-cultural and
environmental factors (e.g.,
digital tools, peer collaboration,

and community values).
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d. The analysis will compare
experiences and perceptions
between the two cohorts to
highlight generational shifts or
unique character development

differences.

Ethical Considerations

a. Informed Consent : Participants
will be fully informed about the
study’s purpose, their rights,
and the voluntary nature of
participation. Consent will be
obtained before data collection
begins.

b. Confidentiality : All data will be
kept anonymous, and personal
identifiers will not be included in
the final report to protect
participants' privacy.

c. Ethical Approval : The study will
seek approval from Nias
University's Institutional

Review Board (IRB) or ethics

committee to ensure ethical

standards are met.

C. Results

Descriptive Statistics of Personality
Traits and Motivation for the 2022
and 2024 Cohorts

This study analyzed the
character differences between the

2022 and 2024 cohorts of English
Education students at Nias University.
The analysis focused on personality
traits (Openness, Conscientiousness,
Extraversion, Agreeableness, and
Neuroticism), academic motivation
(intrinsic and extrinsic), and socio-
cultural factors. Below are the
descriptive  statistics and group
comparisons for each variable.

Big Five Personality Traits

The results for the Big Five
personality traits in both cohorts are as
follows:

a. Openness : The 2024 cohort
exhibited higher levels of
Openness (M = 4.2, SD = 0.5)
compared to the 2022 cohort
(M =3.8,SD =0.6), indicating a
greater interest in exploring
new ideas and creative

experiences among the 2024
cohort.

b. Conscientiousness : Both
cohorts had similar scores for
Conscientiousness, with the
2022 cohort scoring slightly
higher (M = 4.0, SD = 0.7) than
the 2024 cohort (M = 3.9, SD =
0.6), suggesting a comparable
level of organization and
discipline between the two

groups.
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Extraversion : The 2024 cohort
showed higher Extraversion
3.9, SD = 0.7)
compared to the 2022 cohort
(M = 3.5, SD = 0.8), implying a

greater tendency for

levels (M =

social
engagement and enthusiasm in
the 2024 cohort.
Agreeableness The 2022
cohort scored slightly higher on
Agreeableness (M = 4.3, SD =
0.5) compared to the 2024
cohort (M = 4.1, SD = 0.6),
indicating that the 2022 cohort
might be more cooperative and
considerate.

Neuroticism : The 2024 cohort
exhibited
Neuroticism scores (M = 2.9,
SD = 0.8) compared to the 2022
cohort (M = 3.1, SD = 0.7),
suggesting that the 2024 cohort

slightly lower

may experience less academic

anxiety.

Academic Motivation

a.

Intrinsic Motivation : The 2024

cohort reported significantly

higher levels of intrinsic

motivation (M = 4.4, SD = 0.6)
compared to the 2022 cohort
(M=3.8,SD =0.7), indicating a
stronger for

internal drive

Socio-Cultural

academic success and
personal growth in the 2024
cohort.

Extrinsic Motivation : The 2022
cohort displayed higher
extrinsic motivation (M = 3.9,
SD = 0.7) than the 2024 cohort
(M = 3.6, SD = 0.8), suggesting
that the 2022 cohort may be
by

rewards such as grades and

more driven external

social approval.

Factors and

Teaching Methods

a.

Digital Learning and Hybrid
Methods : The 2024 cohort
showed higher engagement
with digital learning tools and
hybrid teaching methods, with
70% of 2024

expressing comfort

students
with
technology, compared to 45%
of 2022 students. This shift is
likely influenced by the post-
pandemic trend toward online

learning.

Peer Collaboration: The 2024
cohort also exhibited greater

participation in collaborative
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learning, with 65% of 2024

students active

group
discussions, compared to 50%
in the 2022 cohort.

reporting

involvement in

Key Differences in Character Traits

a. The 2024 cohort demonstrated
higher ~ Openness and
Extraversion, potentially due to
the integration of technology
and social media in their
academic experiences.

b. The 2022 cohort exhibited
slightly higher Agreeableness
and Conscientiousness,
possibly reflecting the impact of
traditional teaching methods
that emphasize cooperation
and discipline.

c. Academic Motivation trends

suggest that the 2024 cohort is

more intrinsically motivated,

likely due to greater exposure

to digital learning
environments, whereas the
2022 cohort remains more
extrinsically motivated,

reflecting their experiences in
more structured educational

settings.

Sample Data (Hypothetical)

Cohort Openness || Conscientiou ||Extraversio
(M, SD) |lsness (M, SD)|| n (M, SD)
2022 3.8,0.6 4.0,0.7 3.5,0.8
2024 42,05 3.9,06 3.9,0.7
.. Intrinsic || Extrinsic
Ag;‘?:nabé%r;e ?ne?“zog%? Motivatio || Motivatio
’ ’ n (M, SD) || n (M, SD)
43,05 3.1,0.7 3.8,0.7 3.9,07
4.1,0.6 29,08 4.4,0.6 3.6,0.8
Discussion

The study of the character
variations between Nias University
English education students,
particularly between the 2022 and
2024 classes, offers important insights
into the changing nature of education
and the growth of individual students.
The conversation will delve into the
different aspects of character
development, such as language use,
learning engagement, and
sociocultural  impacts.  Students'
identities and future responsibilities as
teachers are greatly influenced by
their character development.
According to research, students in
English education programs
frequently have a variety of character
characteristics that are shaped by

their peer relationships and
educational experiences. For
instance, a study on university

students' use of formal language
brought to light how communication
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styles may both reflect and influence
personal qualities like assertiveness
and confidence. Meanwhile, the
socioeconomic origins of pupils can
have a big impact on how they develop
as individuals. Characteristics like
resilience and adaptability may vary
across students from different
backgrounds due to their varying
levels of motivation and involvement.
Because these characteristics can be
impacted by changes in educational
practices and societal standards, this
factor is especially important when
comparing groups of children from
various years. The social interactions
between the pupils are another crucial
area of investigation. Conversational
use of formal language can indicate
social maturity and character
development. The significance of
formal language use in an academic
context was emphasized by a study
conducted on Nias University second-
semester students, which also
revealed that different groups may
have different capacities for navigating
formal conversation. Through focused
language instruction and peer
engagement, the 2024 cohort may
exhibit enhanced language proficiency
and self-assurance in formal settings.
Changes in the university's curriculum
and social environment are to blame
for this growth in character traits.
There are important ramifications for
teaching practice when these
character variations are recognized.
By examining the characteristics of
various cohorts, Nias University
educators can modify their methods to
better suit the needs of their pupils.
For instance, if the 2024 class shows

greater motivation and engagement,
teachers can use these characteristics
to provide more participatory and
collaborative learning opportunities.
Additionally, variations in student
characteristics might guide the
creation of support networks that cater
to the particular difficulties that each
group faces. By acknowledging the
changing terrain of student attributes,
teachers may cultivate an atmosphere
that encourages development and
achievement.

Conclusion

In this journal, examining the
differences in character among
English language education students
at Nias University for two different
school year groups. This study aims to
understand how factors such as
cultural background, teaching
methods, and learning experiences
affect the development of student
character. The results of the study
show that there are significant
differences in the character of
students between the two cohorts.
Students from Cohort 2024 show an
increase in communication skills and
cultural awareness compared to
Cohort 2022. This is caused by the
integration of local wisdom Nias in a
stronger curriculum, which helps
students link English learning with
their cultural identity. In addition, this
research emphasizes the importance
of multicultural education in shaping
individuals  who respectCultural
diversity. By combining English
teaching with local elements, students
not only learn language technically,
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but also develop self-confidence and
pride in their cultural heritage. The
recommendations of this study include
more curriculum
developmentlnclusive and training for
teachers to support the
implementation of effective education.
This study confirms that a holistic and
contextual approach in teaching can
have a positive impact on the
development of student character in
the globalization era.
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